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the children of all those sovereign families of Germany
which have acknowledged him as their emperor. Thus he
insisted upon having entire control of his young cousin,
the only son of the reigning Duke of Saxe-Coburg and
Gotha, declaring that his own authority must be substituted
for that of the lad's father, in spite of the latter being him-
self a reigning sovereign, and an ally rather than a vassal.
The tragic fate of the young prince will be too fresh in
the memory of my readers to need more than passing refer-
ence here. The boy, removed from parental care, was
transferred by Emperor William to Berlin, with the avowed
purpose of being under his own imperial eye. Unfortun-
ately, the duties and occupations of William are so multi-
farious that he was unable to fulfil his very excellent inten-
tions with regard to Prince Alfred. The latter fell into bad
hands, squandered large sums of money at cards, became
involved in pecuniary difficulties, and in his endeavors to
retrieve them, sunk deeper and deeper into the mire, until
finally Emperor William, suddenly alive to the results of
his wholly-unintentional neglect of the royal lad, sent him
back to his heart-broken parents, discredited, implicated in
all sorts of unpleasant gambling transactions, and shattered
alike in health and mind. In the midst of their silver-
wedding festivities, they were forced to send their only boy
off to a sanitarium in Austria, where, in spite of the close
restraint under which he was kept, he managed to put an
end to his life, only a few days after his arrival, prompted
thereto by either physical or mental agony, no one knows
which.
Small wonder, when it became necessary to find a likely
successor to the present reigning Duke of Saxe-Coburg,
and his younger brother, Prince Arthur of Great Britain,
Duke of Connaught, was proclaimed heir, that the prince

